SUSCEPTIBILITIES OF THE NATIVE ARMY
this reason it is desirable that they should be assured that a final appeal lies to one who knows them. They had such an assurance under the dual supremacy of the Commander-in-Chief and a Military Member of the Viceroy's Council, since one of two authorities was always an officer of the Indian Army; and, from this point of view, it is to be regretted that the Military Membership of Council has been abolished. The Commander-in-Chief may be an- officer without any special Indian experience.
THE POLICE
When a Government and its subjects,are convinced of the obligations of the same religion, an established priesthood is an efficient instrument of police; and in early Hindu times Brahmins not only advised the prince, but controlled the people. Each village maintained, however, a village watchman whose nightly vigilance permitted the inhabitants to sleep in peace, Such watchmen are still in office : there are no less than 700,000 of them, and it is through them that the police keep touch with village life, and are informed of the occurrence of offences, and of births and deaths. With the advent of the Mohammedans, force became needed for the ordering of a population who differed in faith from their rulers: part of the standing army was employed on police duties, and in large towns a police force was established which was accepted by the British as a starting-point for their reforms, The organised crime which racked the country during the early days of British rule could be suppressed more effectively by military than by police. But a network of police stations was gradually extended. The owners or lessees of large estates were by ancient custom held responsible for the repression of minor crime in their villages ; and to this day in Bengal, where landlords are particularly influential; the action of the police is surreptitiously coloured by their wishes. But in theory the whole of British India is
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